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Roberts is looking at the potential of a 4-day school week in the future.  This brief is purely 

informational and surveys for parental and community input will come at a later date.  

If Robert did go to a 4 day week, the school year would be about a week longer, but we would not 

attend school on Fridays.  There are a few rare cases where the 4-day school week would run Tuesday 

through Friday due to a holiday or staff PIR on a Monday.  In Roberts this would extend the school day 

from 8:00-3:30 to 8:00-4:00.  We would also not do any early out days to end the week, except for the 

Wednesday before Thanksgiving as you would almost always have a 3-day weekend.   

The main rationales as to why we would try this in Roberts include but are not limited to: 

 Consistency to the school day and school week for planning purposes for teachers. 

 Promote family time by having 4-days of school and 3-days for families. 

Improve attendance as appointments could be scheduled on Fridays and parents would have 3-

day weekends for short family trips. 

Close the achievement gap for students by having 2 certified staff members and administration on 

duty on Fridays mornings, for extra supports and potentially enrichment programs for students. 

Allowing older students an opportunity to get a job, prepare for extra-curricular activities or to 

potentially take college classes on Fridays. 

Differentiate our offerings from other schools in the county to help with hiring, staff retention and 

to potentially recruit parents and students from neighboring districts. 

Our largest local concerns include but are not limited to: 

It is a rationale consideration that public schools do  provide a consistent child care service. 

Hopefully this will be offset by enrichment programs on Friday, local organizations helping out, 

or even older siblings being at home.  

The potential of losing school days could lead to a lower level of school success.   

Long term data has shown no correlation between the number of days in school and the length of 

the school week affecting the state scoring of students.  The research on this is slightly varied but 

in all, it does not seem to be a true cause and effect relationship. 

Longer day affecting our younger students. 

From first-hand experience people were tired at the end of the day on Thursday, as many are at 

the end of the day on Friday now.  It is also rationale that many of our lower grade level 
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elementary student are currently at the school until 5 or even 6 right now as they attend boys and 

girls club programs after school.  The longer day hopefully also helps parents who are unable to 

pick their son or daughter up at 3:30 or even 2:30 on Fridays. 

Potential of students not participating in extra-curricular activities because of having a consistent 

3-day weekend to ski, hunt, go to the lake, work, etc. 

If this does happen hopefully it will be offset by parents from neighboring communities wanting a 

more family based setting for their student’s education and overall growth to our student 

population. 

I am including a brief of research that looks at more nationwide concerns and advantages of a 4-day 

school week. 

We will be surveying parents, families and community members, but if you have any questions or 

comments please call Alex Ator @ 445-2421 or email me ator@roberts.k12.mt.us.   

Thank you 

 

Alexander Ator 
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